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What is claimed is: 

1. An apparatus communicating with a device via a network 
comprising: 

a first processor; 

a second processor; and 

a network controller receiving first and second types 
of packets from, said network and selectively sending 
information in said first and second types of packets to said 
first and second processors, 

wherein said network controller sends information in 
said first and second types of packets to said first and second 
processors, respectively, if a connection with said device 
has been established, such that information in said second 
type of packets is processed exclusively by said second 
processor. 

2. ■ The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said network 
controller sends information in both of said first and second 
types of packets to said first processor if a connection with 
said device has not been established. 

3. The apparatus according to claim 2, wherein said first 
processor provides said network controller with information 
for detecting said second type of packets when a connection 
with said device is established. 
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1 4. The apparatus according to claim 2, wherein said second 

2 type of packets is a group of packets which meet specific 

3 conditions, and said first type of packets is a group of 

4 packets other than said second type of packets. 

1 5. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said network 

2 controller receives said first and second types of packets 

3 based on a first protocol and said second type of packets is 

4 further formed in accordance with a second protocol . 

1 6. The apparatus according to claim 5, wherein said first 

2 protocol is TCP/IP and said second protocol is iSCSI protocol . 

1 7. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 

2 said network controller includes a detector and a 

3 distributor, 

4 said detector determines whether a, packet received from 

5 said network is said second type of packets- and further 

6 determines whether information in said packet is to be sent 

7 to said first processor or said second processor, and 

8 said distributor sends information in said packet 

9 received from said network to one of said first and second 
10 processors according to a determination of said detector. 
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8. The apparatus according to claim 7, wherein said detector 
refers to a predetermined portion of said packet received from 
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3 said network to determine whether said packet received from 

4 said network is said second type of packets, 

1 9. The apparatus according to claim 7, wherein said first 

2 processor sends a notification signal to said detector when 

3 a connection with said device is established, and 

4 said detector determines that information in both of said 

5 first and second types of packets are to be sent to said first 

6 processor, if said detector has not received said 

7 notification signal from said first processor, and 

8 said detector determines that information in said first 

9 and second types of packets is to be sent to said first and 

10 second processors, .respectively, if said detector has 

11 received said notification signal from said first processor. 

1 10. The apparatus according to claim 9, wherein said second 

2 type of packets is a group of packets which meet specific 

3 conditions, and said first type of packet is a group of packets 

4 other than said second type of packets. 

1 11. The apparatus according to claim 9, wherein said first 

2 processor provides said network controller with information 

3 for detecting said second type of packets when a connection 

4 with said device is established. 
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12 . The apparatus according to claim 11, wherein said network 
controller receives said first and second types of packets 
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3 based on a first protocol and said second type of packets is 

4 further formed in accordance with a second protocol. 

1 13. The apparatus according to claim 12, wherein said 

2 distributor includes first and second controller 

3 corresponding to said first and second processors, 

4 respectively, and 

5 said first and second controllers encapsulate and 

6 decapsulate a packet based on said first protocol. 

1 14. The apparatus according to claim 12, said first protocol 

2 is TCP/IP and said second protocol is iSCSI protocol. 



1 15. A method for processing first and second types of packets 

2 through a connection with a device via a network, said method 

3 comprising the steps of: 

4 receiving a packet from said network; 

5 * determining whether said packet received from said 

6 network is said first type or said second type of packets; 

7 and 

8 selectively sending information in said packet received 

9 from said network to one of first and second processors, 

10 wherein 

11 information in said packet received from said network 

12 is sent to said first processor if a connection with said 

13 device has not been established, 
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14 information in said packet received from said network 

15 is sent to said first processor if a connection with said 

16 device has been established and said packet received from said 

17 network is said first type of packets, and. 

18 information in said packet received from said network 

19 is sent to said second processor if a connection with said 

20 device has been established and said packet received from said 

21 network is said second type of packets, such that information 

22 in said second type of packets is processed exclusively by 

23 said second processor. 

1 16. The method according to claim 15, further comprising the 

2 step of: 

3 receiving information for detecting said second type of 

4 packets when a connection with said device is established. 

1 17. The method according to claim 15, 

2 wherein, it is determined that said packet received from 

3 said network is said second type of packets, if said packet 

4 received from said network meets specific conditions, and 

5 it is determined that said packet received from said 

6 network is said first type of packets, if said packet received 

7 from said network does not meet said specific conditions. 



